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OPINION OF THE SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC COMMITTEE FOR 
FISHERIES BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE 

Advice on fishing opportunities for anchovy in the Bay of Biscay (ICES Subarea VIII) for 
2009/10 

 

JUNE 2009 

Background  

Annual stock assessment for anchovy in the bay of Biscay are conducted by ICES and are based on 
the results of annual acoustic and DEPM surveys and the commercial catch data. Fishing 
opportunities in any particular calendar year are heavily influenced by the strength of the 
recruitment of 1-year-old fish spawned in the preceding year. Since 2005, scientific advice on 
fishing opportunities for anchovy in the Bay of Biscay, have been based on an in-year monitoring 
regime and TACs have been agreed for the year extending from 1 July to 30 June the following 
year. The Commission currently requires scientific advice on fishing opportunities for the period 
July 2009 to June 2010.  
 

Request to STECF  

 
STECF is requested to advise on fishing opportunities for 2009-2010 for the stock of anchovy in the 
Bay of Biscay (ICES Sub-area VIII)), taking into account the most recent assessment and advice 
from ICES. STECF is requested to provide its advice to the Commission by 29 June 2009. 
 

STECF observations and conclusions 

The most recent advice from ICES on the stock of anchovy in the Bay of Biscay was released on 23 
June 2009. This is appended at Annex I. The STECF observation and advice below is provided in 
the format of the Annual Review of advice for stocks of Community interest.  

 
FISHERIES: The fishery for anchovy in the Bay of Biscay has been closed since 2005. 
Traditionally, anchovy in the Bay of Biscay are mainly taken by pelagic trawlers and purse-seiners 
from France and Spain.  The Spanish and French fleets fishing for anchovy in Subarea VIII are well 
separated geographically and in time. The Spanish fleet operates mainly in Division VIIIc and 
VIIIb in spring, while the French fleets operate in Division VIIIa in summer and autumn and in 
Division VIIIb in winter and summer. There is fishing for anchovy throughout the year. The fishery 
is mostly dependent on the year-class recruiting at age 1. The estimated total catch in 2006 was 
1,753 t. and the estimated catch in 2007 (only from experimental fisheries) amounted to 141 t. 
There were no catches up to June in 2009.  This fishery has been managed by annual TACs, which 
have been set at a fixed level (in the range of 30,000 t to 33,000 t) independent of the advice (from 
1979 to 2005). Since 2002, the total annual catches have been well below the fixed annual TAC 
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indicating that when the recruitment is low, a management regime based on such annual TACs has 
not constrained the fishery. 
   
SOURCE OF MANAGEMENT ADVICE: Annual advice on management is provided by ICES. 
The assessment is based on stock biomass estimates from egg (1987–2009) and acoustic surveys 
(1989–2009) and catches from the French and Spanish fisheries.  
 
PRECAUTIONARY REFERENCE POINTS: ICES considers that Blim is 21,000 t, the lowest 
observed biomass in the 2003 assessment, and proposed Bpa be set a 33,000 t. There is no biological 
basis for defining Flim, and it is proposed that Fpa be established between F=1.0 and F=1.2. A Bpa 
reference point is difficult to use in management for this short-lived stock and the advice given by 
ICES is therefore not linked to this reference point.  
Because the assessment provides the probability distributions for the SSB, it is possible to estimate 
directly the risk of the SSB falling below Blim, Bpa and Fpa reference points may become unnecessary. 
 
STOCK STATUS: Based on the most recent estimates of SSB, ICES classifies the stock as being 
at risk of reduced reproductive capacity. Although median SSB in 2009 is estimated to be above 
Blim, this estimate has a 47% probability of being below Blim. Low recruitment at age 1 since 2002 
and almost complete recruitment failure of the 2004 year class are the primary causes of the low 
stock size. The recruitment at age 1 in 2009 is at the same level as last year but lower than in 2006 
and 2007. 
 
RECENT MANAGEMENT ADVICE: There are no explicit management objectives for this 
stock. The present closure of the fishery aims at protecting the remaining stock until a strong year 
class recruits to the stock. There is a 37% risk that SSB in 2010 will be below Blim even with no 
catch. ICES advises on the basis of exploitation boundaries in relation to precautionary limits that 
the fishery should remain closed until the stock condition has improved. The stock condition can be 
re-evaluated when estimates of the 2010 SSB and 2009 year class are available based on the spring 
2010 acoustic and DEPM surveys. This implies a closure of the fishery until at least July 2010. 
 
STECF COMMENTS:  
 
STECF agrees with the ICES advice and notes that there have been large inter-annual fluctuations 
in recruitment, which are strongly dependent on environmental factors.  
 
STECF further notes that there is a 37% risk that SSB in 2010 will be below Blim even with no 
catch.  
 
STECF recommendations: 
 

• With the current poor stock situation, maximum protection of the remaining spawning 
population is required.  

• STECF recommends that the Biscay anchovy fishery should remain closed until reliable 
estimates of the 2010 SSB and 2009 year-class, based on the results from the spring 2010 
acoustic and DEPM surveys, become available. This implies closure of the fishery for 
anchovy in the Bay of Biscay (ICES Subarea VIII) until at least July 2010. 

 
STECF stresses that any recovery is entirely dependent on good incoming recruitment. STECF also 
agrees with ICES that supplementary management measures (e.g. closed areas, minimum landing 
size) may be considered in addition to TACs 
 
STECF adopted this report by written procedure on 29 June 2009. 
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Annex I: ICES advice: 
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