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Registrars  (greffiers  des  tribunaux  de  commerce)  are  public  officers  endowed with  public  authority  (officiers 

publics et ministeriels). Registrars are independent professionals appointed by the Ministry of Justice to act as 
public officers on behalf of the State.  

As of 2010, there are 135 commercial courts and 216 registrars employing nearly 2000 staff and handling more 
than four million legal documents on behalf of companies.  

Registrars fulfil several roles: 

- assisting the court, conserving minutes and archives, and authenticating and issuing copies, 
- publishing legal notices and ensuring legal compliance by maintaining the business register and 

holding personal property securities, 
- distributing legal and financial information to companies. 

Since 1992, the registrar profession has been represented in transactions with public authorities and government 
by the National Council of Business Registrars and Commercial Courts, which has the legal status of a company 
and is responsible for promoting its collective interests. 

In France, registrars are the authorities responsible for maintaining business registers. 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I. PRESENTATION 

 

In  1986  the  National  Council  of  Business  Registrars  and  Commercial  Courts  set  up  an  economic 
interest  group,  Infogreffe  GIE,  a  branch  of  the  registrars’  activity  responsible  for  electronic 
publication of the French business register. This means that legal information held by all registrars is 
centralized and can therefore rapidly interconnect with other countries. 

Since  1st  October,  2009,  Infogreffe  GIE  has  also  been  the  technical  contractor  for  the  National 
Institute of Industrial Property (Institut National de la Propriété Industrielle ‐ INPI) for publication of 
the French business and companies register (Registre National du Commerce et des Sociétés). 

Infogreffe, on behalf of the National Council of Business Registrars and Commercial Courts, has had 
numerous document digitization procedures in place for several years and has positioned registrars 
as pioneers in technologies for processing company data. 

The  National  Council of  Business  Registrars  and  Commercial  Courts  has  also  been  an  institutional 
member of the XBRL France association since 2008, and has consequently requested Infogreffe Gie 
to use this new standard in preparation for exchanges with other European registers. 

The  French  business  and  companies  register  is  therefore,  for  all  the  aforementioned  reasons, 
completely in line with the European Commission’s approach in relation to the Green Paper. 

 

 

II. OUR PROPOSALS 

 

1) Creation of an Atlas of European Business Registers 

On  the  European  Commission’s  website,  in  the  (http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/imi‐
net/about_fr.html)  section  of  the  dedicated  internal  market  information  system  (IMI),  an 
Atlas  of  each Member  State’s  Business  Register  in  all  Union  languages  could  present  the 
legal  foundation of  the business  register  law  in  force  in  that  State and  list  all  official  sites. 
This Atlas could be based on the template of the Judicial Atlas in Civil Matters. 
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2) Creation of a unique European identification number 

 

This number would identify the same entity with a presence in various European Union 
countries. This number could be based on the principles established by BRITE (REID). 

 

3) Information to centralize 

 

A  subsection  could  be  created  in  the  Atlas  of  European  Business  Registers  devoted 
exclusively to commercial companies which, for each company listed, would display 10 key 
pieces of information uploaded by the various business registers in each Member State, with 
a link to national sites listing the company searched for. 

New technologies would make it easy for Member States to publish their information to the 
Atlas  using  web  services  requiring  only  modest  investment  and  maintenance.  This  would 
guaranty the authenticity of the information published. 

The  10  key  pieces  of  information  about  commercial  companies  registered  on  States’ 
business registers could be: 

‐‐ Company name 

‐‐ Registration number 

‐‐ Business register, town/city and country, contact details 

‐‐ Legal structure  

‐‐ Activities (European nomenclature) 

‐‐ Address of the company’s head office or registered premises 

‐‐ Registration date 

‐‐ Most recently registered turnover  

‐‐ Most recently registered profits  

‐‐ Deletion date if applicable 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4) Access to information must be based on official registers 

 

An improved network of Member States’ business registers is necessary, indeed crucial. 

It must be drawn exclusively from each country’s official business register, not from private 
providers. This would guarantee the legal and official nature of the data as well as offer the 
possibility  of  creating  future  links  with  the  judicial  system  and  with  "officially  appointed 
mechanisms  for  the  central  storage  of  regulated  information”  in  each  country  (the  AMF  ‐ 
Autorité  des  Marchés  Financiers  ‐  in  France)  as  well  as  with  all  fiscal  bodies  and 
administrations or regulatory bodies, including those at a European level. 

 

 

5) Communication between registers must be strengthened 

 

The network must strengthen communication between business  registers  in  the context of 
cross‐border  transactions,  mergers  and  transfers  of  head  offices,  as  well  as  the  proper 
understanding  of  legal  and  financial  data  of  European  groups  (those  with  subsidiaries  in 
various Member States). 

For  this  it will  be  necessary  to  eventually  standardize  the  data  contained  in  the  European 
business and companies registers. 

If these actions are not undertaken in the near future, they will become even more necessary 
as  a  result  of  simplification  and  digitization  of  procedures  carried  out  at  the  European 
Commission’s initiative, in particular under the Services Directive (electronic registration) and 
the Transparency Directive (electronic consultation), implying the immediate interoperability 
of European registers.  

Since  the  objective  is  to  form  a  harmonized  European market  based  on  the  same  values, 
Corporate  Social  Responsibility  (CSR)  indices  should  be  published  on  the  business  and 
companies register to enable contractors to find out about potential partners. 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6) Objectives  and  solutions  already  implemented by  the  French business  and 
companies register 

 

The National  Council of  Business  Registrars  and Commercial  Courts  and  Infogreffe GIE  use 
digitization standards which are recognized in Europe, non‐proprietary, free of copyright and 
also capable of interconnecting with other authorities, namely:   

 

• The  National  Council  of  Business  Registrars,  as  a  partner  of  the  Guichet  Unique  Français 
"one‐stop  shop"  initiative  (Ministry  of  the  Economy,  Industry  and  Employment  –  General 
Directorate for Competitiveness, Industry and Services) has already made its electronic data 
exchange, traceability and archiving system modules available to the French State in relation 
to electronic formalities.   

• In Decree 2009‐1661 dated 28th December, 2009, France decided to allow judicial authorities 
and the Ministry of Justice access to electronically view registrations on the registers of legal 
notices maintained by registrars. 

• Infogreffe  is  partnering  with  the  General  Directorate  for  State  Modernization  for  the 
implementation  of  a  simplified  electronic  procedure  for  transferring  a  head  office  and 
submitting  information  to  all  relevant  bodies  (simplification  procedure  recommended  by 
Minister Eric Woerth). 

• Since July 2008, Infogreffe has made corporate accounts of companies listed on the business 
and  companies  register  available  to  users  in  XBRL  format,  the  format  used  by  numerous 
other European registers, and according to a reference system declared to be compliant by 
the National Accounting Council. This was done in order to facilitate comparison of financial 
data at a European level.  

• The National  Council of  Business  Registrars  and  Commercial  Courts  and  Infogreffe GIE  are 
monitoring  initiatives  to harmonize  standards,  especially  in  relation  to  annual  accounts  (in 
France  around  800  international  public  groups  apply  IFRS  standards)  and  European 
referencing  of  companies  (BRITE  proposal) and  have  already  begun  work  on  IFRS  annual 
accounts. 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III. CONCLUSION 

The French business and companies register has therefore already gained a head‐start.  It  is 
very  willing  to  make  its  high  value‐added  knowledge  available  in  any  pilot  with  other 
European countries, to strengthen exchanges and the interconnecting of registers. 

We respectfully suggest that, while the status quo is of course not desirable, neither should 
the European Commission be satisfied, especially on a technical level, with interim solutions, 
the limitations of which are indicated in its Green Paper. 

 

 

 

 

                Michel Jalenques 

                Chairman 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